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Austrian, " and for you, criminal in the eyes of all
Europe." Argument was plainly futile, and both fell
to threats. " The Prussian troops make a handsomer
show than the Austrian/' said Botta, "but ours
have smelt powder." "The Prussian troops will
prove themselves as brave as they are handsome,"
replied the King. Three days later, on December
12th, he attended a masquerade in the apartments
of the Queen, questioned the French ambassador
\vith regard to the disposition of Fleury, and after-
wards supped in public. To the last moment the
routine of pleasure was performed.

Next morning Frederick set out for Silesia. He
had first to shake off two lads of fourteen and ten,
his brothers Henry and Ferdinand, the youngest
colonels in his army, who seized the skirts of his coat
and begged him to take them to the war. A day's
drive brought him to Frankfurt-on-Oder, and between
Frankfurt and the frontier of Silesia was encamped
an army of 19,000 men with seventy-four guns. The
heart of the despot not yet twenty-nine years old
beat high with lust of adventure and with confidence
of success. On the evening of December i6th, he
wrote to Podewils from Silesian soil:

" I have crossed the Rubicon with waving banners and
resounding music ; my troops are full of good-will, the
officers ambitious and our generals consumed with greed
for fame; all will go as we wish and I have reason to
promise myself all possible good from this undertaking.
. . . I will either perish or have honour from it."

Frederick's next step was to issue to the world